






















Statistics South Africa Counts South 

Africa 
 

Statistics South Africa will conduct a population 

census from 10-31 October this year. Census 2011 

will be the third count of the population since the 

country became a democracy in 1994 and forms part 

of the 2010 Round of African Censuses, which aim to 

provide comprehensive data on the continent, for 

improved planning and to aid development. 

 

Equitable distribution and allocation of government 

funds at all tiers of government for delivery of basic 

services, measuring and monitoring the impact of 

government policies and development programmes 

are amongst some of the gains to be presented by 

the results of the census, thereby advancing the 

ethos of evidence based decision making. The 

Census will also provide information on income 

distribution, migration and population composition 

and distribution, within the country in general, 

provinces and municipalities in particular. 

 

Fieldworkers will be deployed around the country to 

collect data from all households, institutions, and 

from the homeless people who live on the streets 

and under the bridges. Legal and illegal immigrants 

as well as tourists will be counted to ensure that 

everyone present in the country as at the reference 

night of 9 October is included in the count.  

 

As defined by the United Nations, a population 

census is “the total process of collecting, compiling, 

evaluating, analysing and publishing,   

 

 

disseminating demographic, economic and social 

data pertaining, at a specified time, to all persons in a 

country or a well-defined part of the country”.  

A population census is the largest undertaking for Stats 

SA as the sole official statistical agency in the country. The 

process involves: mapping of an entire country, mobilising 

and training of enumerators, conducting a comprehensive 

publicity campaign, canvassing all households to 

participate, collecting individual information, compiling 

completed questionnaires, analysing and disseminating the 

data.  

All surveys conducted by Stats SA are benchmarked on 

census. The sampling frame derived from the census 

enables the national statistical system to provide reliable 

official statistics for use by government and the public. 

Census also provides information on small areas and 

population groups with minimum sampling errors which is 

essential for infrastructure planning, e.g. location of a 

school or clinic. Private sector organisations also use 

census data for business planning and market analyses as 

well as for benchmarking for research and analysis. 

Visit www.statssa.gov.za for more information 

 

 

http://www.statssa.gov.za/


“TRANSFORMATIVE LEADERSHIP IN PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AND
INNOVATION IN GOVERNANCE: CREATING A BETTER LIFE FOR ALL”
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Service Week

We Care

We Serve

We Belong

My Public Servant – My Future

We Care
Courtesy: Smile and show that you care

Openness: Let people know how you can help or explain why you can’t. 

We Serve
Providing information: Tell people what they want to know 

Consultation: Ask citizens if they are satisfied with the services they receive. 

We Belong
Value for money: Give citizens the best experience your budget allows

Redress: Welcome complaints as an opportunity to improve service. 

PUBLIC SERVANT’S PLEDGE 
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